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                Early Years Foundation Stage key themes and commitments

	A Unique Child
	Positive Relationships
	Enabling Environment
	Learning and Development

	1.1 Child development
1.2 Inclusive Practice

1.3 Keeping Safe

1.4 Health and Well-being


	2.1 Respecting each other
2.2 Parents as partners

2.3 Supporting Learning

2.4 Key Person
	3.1 Observation, assessment and planning
3.2 Supporting Every Child

3.3 The Learning Environment

3.4 The Wider Context
	4.1 Play and Exploration


	POLICY STATEMENT
Octopus Children’s Daycare is aware that some children while in their care may require assistance from practitioners for personal care including toilet training, this may also be due to developmental levels or as a result of disability or medical needs. The main aim of the daycare is to ensure that the children are safe, secure and protected from harm.

The intimate care policy aims to provide a clear framework for staff and parents/carers to ensure the safety and dignity of all the children who need support with personal care. It will also clarify for parents, carers and families the support they can expect while their child is in daycare. 


	PROCEDURES AND PRACTICES
Practitioners will show respect and encourage children to achieve their full potential. This includes encouraging the child to be as independent as they are able with their personal care.
The daycare will ensure each child is:

· Treated as individuals.

· Have a right to safety, dignity, and their privacy is respected.

· Involve parents/ carers about personal care.

· Provide consistency of care as far as possible.

· Staff will use PPE according  to COVID-19 risk assessments.
Octopus Children’s Daycare will work with parents/ carers to promote toilet training, 
unless there are medical reasons why this is not appropriate.
Where a child may need intimate care, the parents/carers will be included in all discussions and aspects of their child’s care and it is their responsibility to inform the daycare of any changes to the care.
Relevant healthcare professionals may also be consulted. 

The care will be reviewed at least annually or as soon as the child’s details needs changing.
Octopus Children’s Daycare will ensure that anyone who undertakes intimate care have appropriate safeguarding (DBS) checks. All intimate care will be recorded with the name of the practitioner who delivered the intimate care, time and date of the care. Staff/ keyworker will inform the parents/ carers on collection of the child of the intimate care received. 

Octopus Children’s Daycare will take into account any religious views, beliefs and cultural values of the child and family as far as possible when undertaking personal care.

Octopus Children’s Daycare will promote positive self- esteem and body image and independence with self-care and will only share information with those that need to know. 
The daycare will act accordingly to their safeguarding policy and procedures if there are any concerns for the child’s wellbeing.

The daycare will ensure where possible that staff are trained to meet the needs of the child.
Parents/ carers must ensure that they provide all relevant information to the daycare as soon as possible so that practitioners are able to meet the needs of the child and any change to their care can be implemented. The parents/ carers must also provide details of other professionals involved with the child so support and information can be shared and involved within the child’s care.
Emergency contact details are taken from the child’s registration form completed before a child starts at the daycare. Any changes to the emergency details must be passed onto the daycare as soon as possible. 

Practitioners should report to the management if they feel uncomfortable with providing intimate/ personal care at any time.

Providers must:

· Ensure adequate number of toilets and hand basins are available.
· Provide separate toilet facilities for adults.
· There are suitable hygienic changing facilities for changing any child in nappies.

· Adequate supply of clean bedding, towels, spare cloths and other necessary items.

· Children’s privacy is considered  and balanced with safeguarding and support needs when changing nappies and toileting.
CONTACT DETAILS

Local Safeguarding Children Board – Somerset Direct (Children and Young People’s Team) 0300 123 2224

Somerset Children’s Safeguarding Board

0300 123 2224

Ofsted – 0300 1231231 www.ofsted.gov.uk
Piccadilly Gate
Stores Street

Manchester

M1 2WD





	Other policies to read in conjunction with this policy 

· Octopus Children’s Daycare Confidentiality Policy
· Octopus Children’s Daycare Health and Safety Policy

· Octopus Children’s Daycare Safeguarding Children Policy
· Octopus Children’s Daycare Early Years Foundation Stage Policy
· Octopus Children’s Daycare Inclusion Policy.

· Octopus Children’s Daycare Local Offer

· Octopus Children’s Daycare Whistle Blowing Policy

· Octopus Children’s Daycare General Data Protection Regulation Policy



	This policy was adopted at a meeting of Octopus Children’s Daycare Management Committee 



	Signed by the Chairperson on behalf of the Management Committee



	Date of signature



	This Policy will be reviewed in December 2026 




                         Octopus Children’s Daycare                 �                                          








