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	                                              ILLNESS POLICY


                Early Years Foundation Stage key themes and commitments

	A Unique Child
	Positive Relationships
	Enabling Environment
	Learning and Development

	1.3 Keeping Safe
1.4 Health and Well-being
	2.1 Respecting Each Other
2.2 Parents as Partners
	
	


	POLICY STATEMENT

At least 50% of Daycare staff working with children, including when out on trips, will hold a current paediatric first aid certificate. First aid is provided by an approved, certificated reputable company and is consistent with guidance set out in the Practice Guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
Any practitioner who has gained their qualification since 2015 must have a first aid certificate during their course then every 3 years after.

Practitioners must renew their paediatric first aid every 3 years.


	PROCEDURES AND PRACTICES 
 Octopus Children’s Daycare promotes the good health of the children and staff in our care, and take necessary steps to prevent the spread of infection, and take appropriate action when they are ill by:

· Including information of infectious diseases within the Welcome Booklet to inform parents/carers of infectious diseases, and the amount of time children should be kept away from the Daycare.
· Being vigilant for unwell children.

· Asking parents/carers to keep children away from the Daycare 48 hours after they last had vomiting or diarrhoea. 

· Informing parents/carers of any infectious diseases that has been reported to the Daycare
· Implementing the COVID-19 risk assessment where appropriate.
· Follow information provided by Public Health. 
When a child becomes ill while in the Daycare
· The child will be made comfortable and kept away from other children, with a member of staff constantly with them until they are collected.

· A person on the child’s emergency contact list will be asked to collect the child as soon as possible. If the child has a temperature or is in pain, during the phone call the person will be asked if Calpol should be administered. 
· If permission has been granted on the Registration Form and we are unable to contact the parents / carers, a Team leader, Manager or Deputy Manager can administer the Calpol. Parents/ carers will be asked to sign the “Administration of Calpol” form when collecting the child. This will inform the parents/ carers of the time the medication was administered.    

· Staff must wear protective clothing (disposable aprons and gloves). If clearing spilled bodily fluids is carried out. The area where fluids were spilt must be thoroughly cleaned with anti bacterial spray.
· Remind the collecting person how long parents/carers must wait before returning their child to the setting following an illness.
· Implementing the COVID-19 risk assessment where appropriate

Recording illnesses.

Any child that becomes ill with a disease or infection such as chicken pox, diarrhoea or sickness will be recorded in the daycare’s folder. We also record the child’s temperature.  This will inform the daycare staff if the child is able to return to the daycare with out putting others at risk and how many cases have been recorded. 
Headlice 
From time to time children may contract head lice. In the case that a parent/carer has voiced their concern that their child has lice we will place a notice on the door and/or on tapestry to inform parents/ carers to check their child’s hair.

Parents are encouraged to tie children’s hair which is long with a hair band in order to minimizing head lice being spread. Children are allowed to attend the setting with head lice but if the children show signs of having head lice such as scratching, telling a member of staff that their head itches then we will notify the parents/ carers to inform them of this and they will need to treat the child. 
Children are allowed to attend the setting when they have head lice treatment on their hair. Where a child continuously have head lice parents/ carers will be spoken to confidentially to address the issue.  If it continues, this may be recorded as a safeguarding / neglect issue.
Head lice information is included in the Welcome Booklet. 

Notifiable disease
If we have reason to believe that any child is suffering from a notifiable disease identified as such in the public health (infection diseases) regulations 1988, we will inform Ofsted. Acting on any advice given by the Health Protection Agency and inform Ofsted of any action taken. 

The link to the Health Protection Agency’s list of notifiable diseases is provided in the Early Years Foundation Stage booklet. 

Other agencies may contact the daycare of any reportable diseases, the daycare will follow any advice given by their professionals.  

For COVID-19 – we would contact PHE (Public Health) and the Department for Education.

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)

Where we know a child has HIV, it will remain confidential to only the staff and committee chair person who will have knowledge of the condition and how to deal with any situations should they arise. Clearing up bodily fluids will remain the same for all children:

· Staff must wear protective clothing (disposable aprons and gloves).

· Protective clothing and materials used for clearing will be double bagged and disposed in the outside bin.

· The area any bodily fluids were spilt will be thoroughly cleaned using anti bacterial spray. 
Confidentiality will be maintained regarding children’s personal details, this includes medical details. 
Coronavirus. 

Where a child is showing symptoms of coronavirus the staff will dress in full PPE (personal protective equipment) and sit with the child in a well ventilated room until the child has been collected. The parents/ carers will be contacted immediately to collect the child. The waiting room will be treated once the child has left. Parents/cares will be notified that their child has been in close contact with a covid-19 case if the results from a lateral flow or PCR test prove to be positive.
In all cases whether if a child or staff member is displaying symptoms or has positive result lateral flow or PCR test other professionals will be contacted for the best course of action.

Any lateral flow or PCR test showing a positive result the child or staff has to isolate  before returning to the setting. On the 6th and 7th day they are able to do a lateral flow test (the test must be 24 hours apart) if both lateral flow tests are showing a negative result then they are able to attend the setting, if the lateral flow is still having a positive result the they must continue to isolate for the full 10 days.

Symptoms of Coronavirus.

· High Temperature
· New Continuous Cough

· Loss or Change to Smell or Taste.
First aid box
The nominated First Aid Officer checks the contents of the box on a monthly basis, for out of date materials and the need to restock the box. 

Major illness 
The procedure followed in the case of a major illness:  

· Staff must wear protective clothing (disposable aprons and gloves) at all times. 

· The situation will be assessed by a Team Leader/Deputy Manger and or the Daycare Manager and decide whether the child needs to go to hospital by ambulance or whether the child can wait for the parent/carer to collect them. 

· The child must be accompanied at all times.
If a child needs to go to hospital: 

· Another member, other than the one looking after the child, will phone for an ambulance. 
· Another senior member of staff will call the parent/carer to make arrangements to meet at the hospital, if they are unable to arrive in time to accompany the child. 

· A senior member of staff will accompany the child to the hospital. Taking the child’s Registration Form, and any permission forms, care plans, known allergies, medication forms. 

If the child can wait for the parent/carer to come: 
· A member of staff will contact the parents/cares. 

· A member of staff will stay with the child to make them comfortable and monitor them at all times.
· Staff will explain to the parent/carer when they arrive what has happened and/or the symptoms being shown. It will then be for the parent/carer to seek medical advice as necessary. The parent/carer will need to sign any documentation on the child. 

Ofsted will be notified of any serious accident, illness, injury or death of any child whilst in our care, or adults on the premises. 
The Daycare will notify RIDDOR and the Local Safeguarding Children Board – Somerset Direct about any serious accident, injury to, or death of a child whilst in our care and act on any advice given. 

Notification will be made as soon as is reasonably possible but in any event within 14 days of the incident occurring. 




	Contact details 

Local Safeguarding Children Board – Somerset Direct (Children and Young People’s Team) 

0845 345 9122

Somerset Children’s Safeguarding Board

0300 123 2224

Ofsted   0300  123 1231  www.ofsted.gov.uk
Piccadilly Gate

Store Street

MANCHESTER

M1 2WD




	Other policies to read in conjunction with this policy 

· Octopus Children Centre Policies and Procedures

· Octopus Children’s Daycare Health and Safety Policy
· Octopus Children’s Daycare Health and Hygiene Policy
· Octopus Children’s Daycare Accident and Incident Policy
· Octopus Children’s Daycare Confidentiality Policy 
· Octopus Children’s Daycare General Data Protection Regulation Policy

· Octopus Children’s Daycare Coronavirus Risk Assessment.

 


	This policy was adopted at a meeting of Octopus Children’s Daycare Management Committee 



	Signed by the Chairperson on behalf of the Management Committee



	Date of signature



	This Policy will be reviewed in December 2024



                         Octopus Children’s Daycare                 �                                          








