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	                                              ENVIRONMENT POLICY


                Early Years Foundation Stage key themes and commitments

	A Unique Child
	Positive Relationships
	Enabling Environment
	Learning and Development

	1.2 Inclusive Practice
1.4 Health and Well-being


	
	3.2 Supporting Every Child 

3.3 The learning Environment 

	


	POLICY STATEMENT

At Octopus Children’s Daycare we aim to provide an environment that is warm and welcoming for children, their families and carers, students and staff, by creating an ethos that is friendly and welcoming where everyone feels valued. We aim to make children feel safe, secure and valued by providing a well organised room that promotes children’s development, interests and meets their needs.



	PROCEDURES AND PRACTICES 

To ensure we meet our aims we:

· Greet children/families/carers as they arrive 

· Display welcome posters and emergency posters, some in different languages 

· Prepare the setting to look welcoming 

· Display children’s work 

· Have a news area in the Reception Entrance
· Display photos and names of staff on duty

· Check the premises for cleanliness and safety, inside and outside at the beginning of the day.
· Toilet checks are done hourly 

· Termly Newsletters
Space 

When thinking about how best to use the space in the setting we:

· Divide the space up into different learning areas, to enable children to work in smaller groups.
· Staff are deployed to manage areas to ensure vulnerable children feel safe and secure.
· Adapt and change resources and equipment according to planning and the children requirements and interests. 
· Ensure the floor space allows for easy access to all areas of the Daycare.  Due to COVID-19, there may be limited resources.
Rest/Quiet Area

Quiet areas are planned within the Daycare, identified on weekly planning. Children are able to access a quiet room and sensory room if they wish, they are supported in using this by their keyworker or other staff, if they feel the child would benefit from using the room.

Toilet Facilities 

We ensure the suitability of the toilet area by:

· Making it easily accessible for children to use independently. 

· Staff assisting children with using the facilities if needed.
· Reminding children to wash hands with posters and supervised hand washing at busy times, such as before lunchtime.

· Supervising the area during busy times to ensure privacy and dignity.

· Having locks children can use, but are accessible for staff if necessary. 

· Having child sized and height facilities – sinks, toilets, dispensers.

· Ensuring cleanliness, with a thorough clean daily and hourly checks through the day.
· During high risk due to COVID-19 and some infections some toilets and sinks may be blocked off to create a barrier between children.
Room Temperature

Keeping a comfortable room temperature is important for users of the Daycare, we aim to do this by:

· Having the heating on a timed and thermostatically controlled programme to ensure the temperature is sufficient during all parts of the day.

· Cooling the room temperature in hot weather by opening the window vents in the roof, along with all other windows and doors where safe to do so.
· Ensuring children do not get too cold less than 16 degrees when the door is open for free flow play during particularly cold weather. The door may have to be closed if the temperature drops to an uncomfortable level inside. 
· Temperatures are recorded daily in the daily checks folder. 




	Other policies to read in conjunction with this policy 

· Octopus Children Centre Policies and Procedures
· Octopus Children’s Daycare Health and Safety Policy
· Octopus Children’s Daycare General Data Protection Regulation Policy
· Octopus Children’s Daycare COVID-19 Risk Assessment




	This policy was adopted at a meeting of Octopus Children’s Daycare Management Committee 



	Signed by the Chairperson on behalf of the Management Committee



	Date of signature



	This Policy will be reviewed in December 2024



                         Octopus Children’s Daycare                 �                                          








